
Spiritual Wisdom 
 

1 Cor. 2:6 – 16 
 
6. However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, 
nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.  
 
 Prior to 1 Cor. 2:6 Paul declared that his preaching was based on neither his secular 
 wisdom, nor his eloquence. 
 
 When Paul uses the word “mature” he is speaking of a person who is committed to 
 following Jesus’ teachings above all else and seeks primarily to please God above all else.  
 This kind of person will achieve greatness in the eyes of God and people.  This person will 
 be perceived as great because they will consistently do great things in the practical sense 
 of the word.  An example of this is Jesus’ relationship with His disciples wherein He 
 told them to be “fishers of men” and He would also told them where to place their 
 fishermen’s nets to capture a supernatural load of fishes.  
 
  God will lead them: they will hear His voice and follow His direction.   
 
7. But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained 
before the ages for our glory,  
 
8. Which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory. 
 
 Paul’s Message was based on God’s hidden wisdom in a mystery – that is, something 
 that was previously unknown but which God had since revealed.  God’s plan to bring 
 salvation to humanity for our glory had been established before the world began (2:7) 
 because he knew what would be needed in history to redeem sinners.  But the rulers of 
 this age didn’t comprehend God’s wisdom otherwise, they would not have crucified  
 Jesus Christ (2:8).  In their attempt to destroy this Jewish rabbi, they were actually 
 furthering God’s plan of redemption. 
 
 In his glorious sovereignty and providence, the Lord is able to use unbelievers to achieve 
 his purposes.  Don’t put God in a box.  His infinite wisdom is more than we can grasp 
 through our finite human logic and understanding.  
 (The Tony Evans Bible Commentary 1151) 
    
 
9. But as it is written:  
 “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of man 
 The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 
 



But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit.  For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the 
deep things of God.  
 
11. For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? even 
so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 
 
 In other words, no one knows what you are thinking except you.  Likewise, no one 
 knows God’s mind except God.  
 
12. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 
 
13. These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy 
Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.   
 
14. But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness 
to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
 
 We, as Christians who seek to be mature, must stop allowing “natural” people to affect 
 our emotions.  The natural thinker will often be at odds with the ones who seek to be 
 mature because the natural thinker only considers what is experienced in the natural 
 world.  The idea of an invisible God who communicates to His children is a foreign 
 concept.  Therefore, the natural thinker’s advice and expectations will often conflict a 
 person who seeks God’s direction.  God’s sees eternity and directs His children’s steps 
 according to an infinitely broader perspective than the natural thinker’s momentary 
 considerations.   
 
15. But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 
 
16. For “who has known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct Him?”  But we have the 
mind of Christ. 
 
 We have the mind of Christ if we follow Christ.  We must not mix our natural logic with 
 the Word of God.  Rather, we must follow what Jesus said and listen for the wisdom 
 from God that is given to us by the Holy Spirit.  After we are sure about God’s 
 instruction, it is with this mind (perspective) we go into the natural world with the intent 
 to positively impact natural world on behalf of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world! 
 


